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solemnity of the occasion. The stately Papal Nuncio per-
formed the funeral service in the most impressive manner,
and when he stood on the step of the high altar, and raised
his hands aloft to pronounce the absolution, the whole of
the vast assemblage bowed down, the wintry sunlight
streaming through the rich stained glass windows, falling
alike upon the reverently bent head of the monarch, and
those of the peasant mourners who stood by his side at the
head of the bier. For the dead cardinal was the son of an
old fanner, and his brothers, his sisters, and his nephews,
all of them plain, humble peasants of Upper Austria, were
kneeling there in their peasant garb with the emperor in
their midst, and surrounded by the glittering uniforms of
the archdukes, the princes, the generals, cabinet ministers
and ambassadors assembled around the coffin. There was
no undue exaltation or timidity on the part of the peasants,
no undue condescension or contempt on the part either of
emperor or dignitaries for the lowly rank of their fellow
mourners. All seemed thoroughly to realize that they
were equal in the face of death, and in the presence of
their Creator.
It is only in a metaphorical sense that William can be
described as an Anointed of the Lord. For whereas
Francis-Joseph was both anointed and crowned as King
of Hungary in 1867, Emperor William has never been the
object of either of these ceremonies. The fact of the mat-
ter is that there is a good deal of difference of opinion
concerning the dignity of a German emperor; for while
William claims that it is identical with the status of the
emperors of Austria and Russia, the non-Prussian states of
Germany insist that it is merely titular, inasmuch as he has
no control or jurisdiction in the various federal states
which constitute the empire, such as Bavaria, Saxony and

